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Subject:     "QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS."     Information  from  the  Office  of  Experiment  Sta- 
tions, U.S.D.A. 

—  0O0— 

Come  up  to  the  linen  closet,  listeners.     That's  the  place  to  talk  over  this 
week's  questions  because  they  happen  to  he  mostly  about  sheets  and  pillow  slips, 
towels  and  blankets. 

The  first  is  from  a  careful  housekeeper  who  wants  to  know  how  much  a  new  sheet 
will  shrink  during  the  course  of  laundering. 

Answer:  You  can  count  on  from  1  to  3  inches  a  yard  for  shrinkage.     This  means 
that  you  should  allow  from  3  to  8  inches  extra  in  the  length  of  the  sheet  just  for 
shrinkage. 

You  can  now  see  why  it  is  wise  always  to  buy  sheets  108  inches  long.  If 
shrinkage  takes  up  8  inches,   that  leaves  you  only  1Q0  inches  in  length.     Then  you 
use  from  4  to  6  inches  more  for  hems. 

Second  question:   "TThat  is  the  best  binding  for  the  ends  of  blankets?" 

Answer:  That  depends  on  whether  you  want  the  best-looking  or  the  best-wearing 
binding.    The  handsomest  binding  is  of  wide  satin  ribbon  to  match  the  blanket.  But 
satin  bindings  wear  out  in  a  few  years.     New  ones  are  expensive  and  often  hard  to 
got  in  the  right  color.     Sateen  bindings  usually  wear  longer  than  satin.    One  of  the 
best  and  most  lasting  finishes  is  crocheted  edge.    Use  wool  yam  that  matches  the 
blanket  and  be  sure  to  fasten  the  ends  carefully.    A  finish  like  this  should  last 
as  long  as  the  blanket  does. 

The  third  question  is  about  bath  towels.    Another  thrifty  housewife  asks: 
"liat  kind  of  towel  takes  up  the  most  moisture  and  also  lasts  the  longest?" 

That's  an  impossible  question  to  answer  because  no  one  towel  ranks  best  in 
both  these  qualities.     Towels  with  a  double-loop  pile  absorb  water  the  best  so  are 
better— or  at  least  faster  at  the  job  of  drying.     These  towels  also  usually  cost 
less.    But  the  ,nore  expensive  single-loop  towels  wear  much  better.     The  better 
absorptive  quality  of  the  double-loop  cheaper  towels  don't  make  up  for  their  poor 
^caring  qualities.     Single-loop  towels  are  the  best  buy  for  home  use  because  they 
last  so  much  longer. 

The  question  of  bleached  versus  unbleached  sheeting  comes  up  once  more  in  the 
°ailbag.    a  farm  housewife  writes:  "For  years  I  have  been  buying  unbleached  muslin 
and  making  my  own  bed  sheets  to  save  money.    Now  my  neighbor  has  about  convinced  me 
that  all  this  was  false  economy.     She  says  unbleached  muslin  shrinks  more  than  the 
ieached,  so  I  don't  save  more  than  a  cent  or  two  per  sneet.    And  she  says  that  un- 
reached sheeting  never  looks  as  white  and  smooth  as  the  bleached,  even  after  years 
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of  washing,  sunning  and  ironing.     Uili  you  tell  me  whctner  there  is  any  economy  in 
using  unbleached  sheeting,  or  whether  I've  been  laboring  under  a  false  idea?" 

You  neighbor's  arguments  are  sound.     She  left  out  just  one  point  that  un- 
bleached sheeting  ir>  somewhat  stronger  than  the  bleached.     Tests  made  at  the  Kansas 
Experiment  Station  proved  this  to  be  so.     But  these  tests  also  showed  that  because 
unbleached  muslin  shrinks  more  than  the  bleached,  it  must  be  purchased  in  wider  and 
longer  pieces.    As  your  neighbor  said,  your  saving  is  not  more  than  one  or  two  cents 
r.  sheet,  and  even  after  20  lrun^eringr.  and  storage  for  a  year,  the  unbleached  mus- 
lin is  rot  so  smooth  or  white  as  the  bleach jd.     It  is  doubtful  whether  the  added 
strength  of  unbleached  muslin  makes  up  for  its  inferior  texture  and  finish. 

Another  listener  asks:  "How  can  I  wash  my  blankets  so  as  not  to  remove  the 
anti-moth  treatment  they  have  had?" 

Answer:  You  can't.     If  a  blanket  has  been  chemically  treated  to  protect  it 
from  moths,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  it  dry  cleaned,  or  to  have  it  re-treated 
after  each  laundering.     By  the  way,  dry  cleaning  is  a  very  satisfactory  method  for 
cleaning  your  best  blankets,  because  there  is  less  danger  of  shrinkage  or  matting. 
Of  course,  dry  cleaning  is  more  expensive  than  laundering  but  is  worth  the  price  for 
high-grade  blanket sc 

Another  housekeeper  asks:  "Is  it  safer  to  nave  blankets  washed  at  the  laundry 
than  at  home? " 

Answer:  That  depends  on  the  laundry  and  the  home.     Careless  work  at  the  laun- 
dry can  ruin  a  blanket  just  as?  careless  washing  at  home  can.    A  well-equipped  com- 
Eercial  laundry  may  prevent  shrinkage  by  keeping  the  blanket  stretched  while  it 
dries,  and  by  using  machines  that  will  not  be  too  rough  for  the  blankets.  Many 
laundries  also  have  special  equipment  to  brush  up  the  nap  and  leave  the  blanket  as 
Boft  and  fluffy  as  when  new.     If  the  blankets  are  slightly  damp  when  they  are  run 
through  these  "fluffing"  machines,  very  little  wool  is  lost.    Many  home  washing 
Eachines  give  tne  blankets  too  much  tumbling  so  make  the  fabric  thick  and  harsh  and 
shrink  it  beside. 

However,  you  can  wash  blankets  successfully  at  home  if  you  remember  to  use 
lukewarm  water  for  both  washing  and  rinsing;  to  use  only  mild  soapsuds— and  soft 
tfater  if  possible;   to  squeeze  ra.ther  than  rub  the  dirt  out;  and  to  dry  the  blankets 
"here  they  will  be  neither  very  cold  nor  very  hot.     Also  remember  that  wool  is  weak 
"hen  wet.    Never  hang  the  blankets  so  that  one  side  has  to  bear  a  good  deal  of 
weight.    Good  housekeepers  hang  blankets  on  two  lines  a  few  feet  apart  to  save 
strain  on  the  blanket  during  drying. 


That's  all  the  questions  for  today.     More  next  Tuesday. 


